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ARTICLE BY DON DUNSTAN FOR CZECH NEWSPAPER. 
Government has no right other than the consent 
of the governed. Arguments that a man or a group of men 
may govern a populace without their consent based upon 
theories of the divine right of kingship, the efficiency of 
an elite, (as in the case of the Fascists), or the guardian-
ship of a proletarian revolution (as in the case of the 
Communists), have no validity. The only protection man has 
in his social life is to have a full and effective say in 
what the laws are that govern him. The fight for the right 
to an effective say in one's own governance is never-ending 
and wherever the struggle takes place it concerns the rest of 
mankind. We are involved with one another. One of the 
most eloquent of English churchmen once said: "No man is an 
island entire of itself" and, of course, none of us can "be. 
We cannot divorce ourselves from the struggles of those who 
seek the same things we believe in. In Europe, the struggle 
to get people an effective voice in their own government still 
goes on. There are the classic and continuing cases of 
Spain, Portugal, Greece, Hungary, but at the centre of the 
struggle for democracy has always been Czechoslovakia. To 
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those who would say you cannot in an Eastern European 
country, formerly under Imperial rule, establish an 
effective social democracy; you cannot create the climate 
for which it is the work of centuries; - Czechoslovakia 
showed that this was nonsense and democracy flourished 
there so long as an alien rule was not enforced at the 
point of the gun. 
The heroic struggle of the Czechoslovakian 
people to obtain the right to live as they want, to express 
themselves freely, and to have a say in their own government, 
has inspired the rest of the world. 
Many people say there is not a great deal that 
we can do from this distance in a small country which is at 
the periphery of world events, but we have our own struggle 
here and if we are effective in winning our fight it must 
make some contribution to the struggle of all peoples for 
the same things elsewhere. 
South Australia has constantly been denied a 
Government which is in office with the consent of the majority 
of its citizens except for one interlude of three years from 
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1965 to 1968. Even under the present proposals for 
altering the electoral system in South Australia, it is 
possible for a minority Government to be elected, and, in 
addition, it is constantly the case that a minority of 
citizens, through a restricted franchise and rigged elec-
torate for the Upper House, may deny to the majority the 
things they vote for. 
We must fight for freedom for man everywhere 
but the best place to start is at home. 
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